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SUB J : ELECTIONS FOR MEMBERS JORDANIAN FEDERATION OF TRADE 
UNIONS GENERAL COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY: JFTU ELECTIONS BROUGHT IN GENERALLY PRO-GOVERNMENT 
SLATE, BUT RESULTS OF VOTING AND OFFICIAL COMMENTS SUGGEST 
LEFTIST AND PERHAPS ANTI-HASHEMITE PALESTINIAN/FED A YEEN INFLUE- 
NCE STILL PRESENT LOCAL LABOR MOVEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

f. 65 MEMBER GENERAL COUNCIL OF JORDANIAN FEDERATION OF TRADE 
UNIONS ELECTED OFFICERS OF COUNCIL, AS WELL AS 13 MEMBERS OF 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FEDERATION MAY 20. SAMI HASAN MANSOUR, 
CONSERVATIVE AND PRO-GIVT HEAD OF TRANSPORT WORKERS FEDERATION 
AND LAND TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION, ELECTED PRESIDENT, WHILE 
IBRAHIM HADI, HEAD OF CHEMICAL WORKERS UNION, ELECTED VICE 
PRESIDENT. MANSOUR'S OPPONENT WAS SALIM HIJAZIN, HEAD OF HEALTH 
WORKERS UNION. ATTEMPT TO SELECT CANDIDATES FOR POST OF SECGEN 
OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BROKE DOWN AND NEW ELECTION WILL BE HELD. 

2. NEW EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, WHICH WILL REPLACE TEMPORARY FIVE- 
MAN CARE-TAKER GROUP APPOINTED IN FEBRUARY 1974: 

A. JAMAL NAJDAWI-PETROLEUM WORKERS 

B. FAISAL HAJJOUJ-MUNICIPALITIES WORKERS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 AMMAN 02994 230553Z 

C. KHALED AS-SALEH-MUNICIPALITIES UNION 
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D. MUHAMMED RAB AB ' A-PETROLEUM WORKERS 

E. SULAIMAN HIJAZIN-MINE WORKERS 

F. KHALED SHRAIM-MINE WORKERS 

G. ALI BANI HANI-ELECTRICTY WORKERS 

H. MAHMOUD HIRZALLAH-LAND TRANSPORT WORKERS 

I. SHAHER AL-MAJALI-RAIL WORKERS (DEL TO ILO CONVENTION) 

J. 'AHED QINTAR AIR TRANSPORT WORKERS (DEL TO ILO CONVENTION) 

K. AHMAD ASHI-LIGHT INDUSTRIES WORKERS 

L. JAWDAT OTHMAN-FOODSTUFFS WORKERS 

M. ABD AR-RAHMAN MAJALLI-NATURAL RESOURCE WORKERS. 

3. JFTU AND MIN OF LABOR OFFICIALS PROTRAYED ELECTION RESULTS 
TO EMBOFF AS INDICATION OF RISING LEFTEST STRENGTH IN LABOR 
MOVEMENT (ALTHOUGH LABOR MIN CLAIMS 70 PERCENT OF UNIONS ELECTED 
PRO-GOVT HEADS) SAMI MANSOUR, SHAHIR MAJALLI, FORMER SECGEN OF 
FED AND PRESENT HEAD OF RAILWAY WORKERS UNION, AND SAMIIR QSOUS, 

CHAIRMAN OF ELECTION COMMITTEE AND REP OF LABOR DEPT., CLAIMED 
THAT MANSOUR ELECTED BY SMALLER MARGIN THAN ANTICIPATED (35 

TO 29 VOTES). MANSOUR STATED TO EMBOFF THAT ON MAY 1 HE HAD 
WARNED KING HUSSEIN THAT SEP 1973 CLEMENCY FOR POLITICAL PRISON- 
ERS WOULD CREATE DIFFICULTIES FOR LABOR MOVEMENT, AND "THIS 
VOTE SHOWED THAT I WAS RIGHT". "COMMUNIST" INFLUENCE IN LABOR 
MOVEMENT INCREASING, HE SAID, ALTHOUGH OF 29 WHO VOTED FOR HIS 
OPPONENT, SAALIM HIJAZI, HEAD OF MINE WORKERS, "ONLY 20 ARE TRUE 
LEFTISTS. THE OTHERS ARE MERELY SUPPORTERS". 

4. SOME CONFUSION SURROUNDED ATTEMPT TO SELECT CANDIDATES FOR 
SECGEN ELECTION (DATE AS YET UNDECIDED). HAD BEEN ARRANGED THAT 
PRO-GOVERNMENT CANDIDATE AHID QINTAR WOULD EASILY DEFEAT 
LEFTIST RIVAL ABD AR-RAHMAN MAJALLI. YET PETROLEUM WORKERS 
UNION INSISTED IN PUTTING FORWARD ONE OF THEIR OWN MEN AS CAN- 
DIDATE (JAMAL NAJDAWI) WHICH CREATED POSSIBILITY OF SPLIT VOTE 

ON PRO-GOVT SIDE. QINTAR THEN WITHDREW TO ALLOW NAJDARI VICTORY; 

NAJDAWI DID SAME. SESSION THEN BROKE UP UNDER PROTEST FROM MAJALLI 
SUPPORTERS. QSOUS AND MANSOUR ASSURED EMBOFF THAT QINTAR 
WOULD EVENTUALLY BE ELECTED IN AS YET UNSCHEDULED ELECTION. 

5. COMMENT: VICTORIOUS PRO-GOVERNMENT LABOR FACTION MAY HAVE 
OVERSTATED LEFTIST THREAT FOR BENEFIT EMBOFF, BUT THERE IS LITTLE 
DOUBT THAT PRO-GOVT FORCES IN LABOR MOVEMENT ENCOUNTERED DIFF- 
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ICULTIES FROM REFRACTORY ELEMENTS UNWILLING TO COOPERATE WITH 
GOVERNMENT IN RECENT ELECTIONS. (LACK OF COOPERATION AMONG UNRWA 
AND PETROLEUM WORKERS CAUSED INITIAL POSTPONEMENT ELECTION). AS 
A RESULT OF GOJ WORRIES OVER OUTSIDE AND PERHAPS ANTI-HASH- 
EMITE PAT .FSTINT AN/FED A YFHN INVOLVEMENT IN ELECTIONS. AND GOJ 
SAW FIT TO PLACE GENERAL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTORATE ELEMENTS IN 
POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY IN LABOR MIN JUST PRIOR TO ELECTIONS. 

ON BALANCE. GOJ HAS MANAGED, WITH SOME BUT NOT AGREGIOUS GOVT 
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INTERFERENCE, TO SLIP THROUGH RECENT ELECTIONS WITHOUT SIGN- 
IFICANT POLITICAL FALL-OUT. 

PICKERING 
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